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'continually alleged\ she wrote, 'that great sums are due; yet
why such sums are due, or to whom they are due, and who are
paid, and who not paid ... is never certified.' Each accused the
other, and Leicester accused everyone. She called for accounts;
none came, and she refused to send more money. Harrowing
tales were written of the soldiers' suffering. She only became the
more determined to stop the misappropriation of her treasure,
and see the common soldier paid his proper wage. Learning that
some disbanded troops had been paid nothing, though their
captains had been paid in full, she immediately instituted an
inquiry and set up a committee of appeal and award for the men
in every county.

No sovereign could have been more sensitive about her
popularity, and the people were already beginning to murmur
against the war. There was the constant drain of men; there was
also the tyranny and corruption that attended recruiting. The
local Justice of the Peace and his servants, who * pressed' men
for service, only too often seized the opportunity to vent their
spite or line their pockets. Some years later, a candidate for
parliament, who was 'pressing' men on the eve of the election,
was accused of levying only his rival's supporters; while, In-
stead of taking only twelve from his district, he took forty and
released the surplus for a consideration. One man, who was
able-bodied, bought his discharge for twenty shillings, A cer-
tain John ap John, though lame, impotent, and maimed, had to
go to the wars, since he had no money. The muster scene of
Shakespeare's Henry II/"was good burlesque on-the age,

Elizabeth was sick at heart over the whole business. * It is a
sieve\ she exclaimed, "that spends as it receives to little pur-
pose.* There was scarcely a bright spot. She herself was spend-
ing the utmost that she could safely afford, the States were
committed far beyond their resources. And yet, with a joint
effort that could not possibly be sustained, the military result
was a number of striking losses and no comparable gains. The
future promised only disaster, and with English trade at a stand-
still and unemployment rife, she put out feelers for peace.
^Negotiations were actually proceeding with the Prince of Parma